MTSAS UNDERLYING EDUCATIONAL
PRINCIPLES

MTSA recognizes the expanded role CRNAs fill as contributing members of the health care team. It is no longer
enough that nurse anesthetists be skilled in anesthesia administration. They must also be able to assess their patients
medical status and plan a comprehensive anesthetic management program that encompasses the pre- and post-
anesthetic periods, as well as the operative period.

MTSA aims to provide the academic climate and facilities necessary for the student to attain the body of knowledge
and technical skills consistent with high standards of practice. In recognition of the important role played by CRNAs in
the nation, and specifically in the Southeastern region of the United States, MTSA is historically constituted and
strategically located, so as to play a vital part in meeting continuing needs for well-prepared anesthetists, both
regionally and nationally.

MTSA believes that true education involves the growth of the spiritual, intellectual, and physical aspects of the
student. In keeping with this belief, faculty members seek to provide a balanced program between the academic and
clinical phases, so that knowledge and skills may be developed concurrently. The curriculum is integrated with
academic and clinical experience occurring simultaneously. The acquisition of both intellectual and technical skills
should start with the basic, then progress in logical steps to the more complex and advanced; each step building on
the previous one. Throughout the entire educational process, Christian values should be emphasized in the daily lives
of both faculty and students, for both their benefit and that of their patients.

MTSA believes that the student'’s role is one of an active participant in the educational process. This means students
may participate in seminars, present case studies, write papers, and maintain independent study.

MTSA believes that the body of knowledge that constitutes the art and science of anesthesia is ever growing and ever
changing. In keeping with this belief, MTSA endeavors to foster in both faculty members and students a thirst for
knowledge and an intellectual curiosity that will promote lifelong professional growth and a desire for excellence.
Graduates will be able to assist in the preparation of the next generation of anesthesia providers.

It is the goal of MTSA that graduates be well qualified to fill first level positions and be capable of working to their full
scope of practice with other CRNAs or physician anesthesiologists.

It is the philosophy of MTSA that it be operated as a freestanding, single purpose, anesthesia specific, graduate
degree granting institution.
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